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New Psychoactive substances - NPS



New phenomenom in Europe from 2000

• First reported seizure of «Spice» in Austria 2008

First detections in Norway in 2009 

• Mail consignments

• Categorized as medicines

• Returned to sender – Medicinal products Act §2

First seizure in Norway in December 2010

• 200 g Spice in mail consignment

• Size of consignment considered as not for personal use

• Reported to the police as an offence

Dialogue with Norwegian Medicines Agency
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History - Background



24.3.2010 

• Ten new substances added to the Narcotics List

• GBL (gammabutyrolakton)

• 1,4-butandiol

• Bromo-Dragonfly (Brombenzo-difuranyl-isopropylamin)

• Mephedrone (4-metylmetkatinon)…..

• MBDB

• Bk-MBDB (Butylon) 

• Klorfenylpiperazin

• Fluoramfetamin

• Bentazepam

• Fenazepam
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Legal status



Harstad, 15 May 2012
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1,2 kilos of SPICE seized in a shipment from USA. 
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INCENSE: JWH-015, JWH-018, JWH-019, JWH-073, JWH-200, 

JWH-250, HU-210, HU-211, CP-47, 497, 497(C8), AM-2201

1-[(5-Fluoropentyl)-1H-indol-3-yl]-(naphthalen-1-yl)methanone



www.toll.no Side 7

14.2.2013 – New legal framework

• Generic scheduling of substances implemented

• 10 groups of synthetic cannabinoids or other

synthetic psychoactive substances 
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Statistics - NPS
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Statistics - NPS



www.toll.no Side 10



How?

• Mail 

• Letters – small quantities

• Internet sales

From where?

• China

• Secondary distribution in United Kingdom, Spain and the

Netherlands

Who?

• Young adults

• No big-city phenomenom
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Modi operandi
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Cannabis: Stability or decreasing trend

Heroin: Decreasing trend

Cocaine: Decreasing trend

Ecstasy: Decreasing trend

New psychoactive

substances:

Strong, rapid increase!

Amphetamine: decreasing trend
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Number of seizures –
selected drug types 2011-2014



Number of new appearances in Europe
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*Innrapportert til det europeiske overvåkingssenter for narkotika og narkotikamisbruk2013:



• Continue dialogue and close cooperation with NMA

• Continue physical checks of mail consignments

• Participate in regular meetings where NPS is a topic

• NMA, Norwegian Institute of Public Health, Police

• Raise awareness of this new threat within customs and 

police
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Future approach



Questions?
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Customs House in Trondheim


